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Eugene Willging 


Book the Month Club---July Co-Selection 
(With Mauldin’s Front) 


Marshall, Bruce. The World, the Flesh, and Father 
Smith. Houghton, Mifflin. June 26, 1945. 191p. $2.50. 


Like brick house built slowly and carefully from ap- 
parently uninviting material, unlike the massive mansion 
made from carefully cut stone, Bruce Marshall’s latest 
volume about simple priest who does the spade work, 
who covered with dirt comingled with sweat, who 
never too sure that progressing and yet goes further 
than his confrere who certain that formal liturgical 
services, conducted church outstanding archi- 
tectual beauty, are the answer the world’s problems. 


The simple priest plain name Father 
wheeling his bicycle between his missions Scotland 
his constant solicitude for his parishioners, not for their 
pocketbooks. When called administer the last rites 
Catholic landlady was not fearful because sinners 
always knew how respect our Lord”. His direct but 
not blunt answer the insulted Lady Ippecacuanha ulti- 
mately brought that formidable golfing dowager into the 
Church. Father Smith ministered equally well the 
boozy major World War and Angus McNab about 
hang for the murder his faithless wife; engaged 
controversy with the modernist author, Miss Dana Agdala, 
and disagreed his kindly way with the Canons the 
Cathedral. distrusted inventions because thought 
they “defeat the main purpose the Church: that man 
should still and know that God” (p. 
with Msgr. O’Duffy can enjoy one the early pie- 
throwing, slapstick comedies. Only rarely does Father 
Smith pretend know much about the intelligentsia 
(p. 110-111) and then his long conversation seems some- 
what out character. 


From 1908 the time the German Blitz England 
the period this tale. Father Smith began with rented 
fish market church; when the bombs collapsed his new 
edifice, returned the fish market, serene because his 
faith was not the world the flesh. similar char- 
acter Father Smith his Bishop; opposite 
temperament Father Bonnyboat, liturgical scholar 
(who) knew exactly how Benedictine abbot should sing 
Pontifical High Mass double the second class 
the presence Cardinal Archbishop the Ambrosian 
Alike Father Smith inherent goodness but 
quite the reverse approach Monsignor O’Duffy with 
the mass shaggy hair and the jutting the good 
Monsignor knew French with which greet the 
emigré French sisters but how could preach mission, 
that there would mortal sins committed that 
parish for least three weeks thereafter. Like the saintly 
head the “family that overtook Christ”, one realized 
his wide charities until they saw the people who crowded 
for last glimpse his remains. 


difficult tell the story this novel for series 
scenes and conversations life changed from 
1908 Father Smith has seen shattered 
all his physical work the Church the Holy Name, 
yet his own faith and desire good remain and 
knows that Bishop Scott, whom had baptized 1908, 
will continue the apostolic work reconverting Scotland. 


The World, the Flesh, and Father Smith more than 
good entertainment; plea for turning back inner 
faith and away from outer works but done without being 
preachy. shows that progress must come from good 
men. And like the advice given the priests the good 
Bishop, write their sermons word word instead 


15, 
and 
June 


leaping from hackneyed phrase the next cliché, does 
Bruce Marshall write, with fingers that strip off the shell 
fruitful nut show the delicious core. indeed 
pleasure recommend for general reading the latest vol- 
ume the author Father Malachy’s Miracle. 


Literary Guild---July Selection 


Wickenden, Dan. The Wayfarers. Morrow. June 21, 
1945. $2.75. 


This novel the third from the talented pen its thirty- 
two year old author. The story opens ten years after the 
death the most influential character it, Laura, the 
wife Norris Bryant. Norris assistant city editor the 
Broadfield “Chronicle”, humble man hidden virtues, 
plodding along and doing his best repair the havoc 
wrought his life and the lives his four children 
his collapse into drunkenness after the death his wife, 
whom adored and now venerates. The idealized mem- 
ory Laura hangs like pall over Norris and his children. 
She had been actress, beautiful woman, good 
mother, and above all one those rare individuals en- 
dowed with superabundance life and the faculty 
filling those about her with the overflow her own zest 
and joy living. 


When Norris was startled from the stupor two years 
drunkenness his son Charlie’s attempt kill himself 
from despair and neglect, tried become again real 
father his children, and use the memory Laura 
inspiration and beacon for them all. But almost 
too late. Charlie has moved away, only find unem- 
ployment and faithless and the two them 
(along with their infant son) live off the earnings 
Charlie’s sister, Laurette. Norris’s daughter Pat, tied 
Freudian knots because unwholesome childhood, 
rejects the promising young Johnny Wheelwright 
favor weak, handsome boy named Vincent Rourke, 
who reality cares nothing for her. Indeed, Vincent 
hints Pat that her paragon mother had had 
affair with the now famous foreign correspondent, An- 
drew McBain, and that her brother Joel actually her 
half-brother only. 


Meanwhile Vincent had made the acquaintance Carola 
Wilmot, witty woman the world who went rapidly 
through three husbands without any essential damage 
her savoir-faire. But even though her conversation has 
the flavor and zip editorial from the New Yorker, 
she bored with life and with herself. She tolerates 
Broadfield because, forty-five, she can’t very well 
anything else. was she who told Vincent about the 
alleged intimacy Laura and McBain, and the same 
time encouraged him try seduce Pat. 


Even Norris inwardly disturbed the McBain gossip 
because his wife had once gone New York tiff, and 
had seen McBain. was nine months later that Joel was 
born. But more concrete worries descend upon him now, 
for Charlie living with him again, along with his wife 
Delores and the child. The relations between all con- 
cerned become more strained than ever, and the story 
reaches climax when Pat, disgusted with Vincent but 
still haunted desire for him, finally renews her friend- 
ship with Johnny Wheelwright, and goes picnic 
lake with her own family and Johnny’s. Vincent, whose 
personal and financial affairs are becoming desperate, ap- 
pears the scene and (with the connivance Carola) 


Best SELLERS 


tries seduce Pat, but sidetracked her sister Lau- 
rette. Laurette common little thing who sings with 
dance band for living, and has Chaucerian grasp 
realities plus good heart. She warns Vincent leave 
town, but her brother Charlie, his mind deranged 
brooding over the gossip concerning his mother 
his complete failure the world, attacks Vincent, leaves 
him for dead, and drowns himself the lake. 


Pat finally sees the light and marries Johnny; Vincent 
recovers and leaves town disgrace; Norris, after pro- 
tracted and hazy courtship, marries the nice, kindly little 
widow who lives next door; and the crowning irony 
that learns last that his wife Laura had been 
faithful him after all, and that the tortured doubts 
suffered himself and his children had been pointless. 


Confronted with novel this sort, the reviewer’s lot 
not happy one. The story (apart from occasional 
prolixity and plethora flashbacks) runs smoothly and 
holds the reader the end; the people are alive and dis- 
tinct—in themselves, and contrast one another; and 
quiet, mordant humor furnishes the reader with many 
chuckles. the master supple prose. 
But there are blemishes, and they are serious. Profanity 
continuous. Worse, gratuitous. The author seems 
equivalent for hair the chest. our novelists never 
get beyond certain the characters accept 
their stride birth control, divorce, fornication, adultery, 
abortion and cremation the dead (pp. 133; 164-5; 240-1; 
291; 293; 321; 357). 


For these reasons impossible give the book general 
recommendation. Yet the author’s main direction 
sound, and seems groping for philosophy life 
with something the same blundering sincerity 
character Norris Bryant. Beneath the muck there 
substratum natural morality. The book offers food for 
thought those readers sufficient maturity perceive 
that, whole, demonstrates the complete futility 
seeking happiness through sin, although the author doesn’t 
employ the word our sense, and has conception 
its supernatural context (cf. And from the lips 
cheap little Laurette (pp. 310-311) comes one the 
sanest estimates the meaning chaste marriage that 
one likely encounter the garden variety current 
fiction. 

Phillips Temple, 

Georgetown University Library, 

Washington 


Lauterbach, Richard These are the Russians. Harper. 
May 23, 1945. 368p. $3.00. 


single report can hope visualize for Americans 
warring Russia’s picture its complex entirety. The 
effort, however, these alarmingly pessimistic days, 
noble one; Life Associate Editor Lauterbach’s 1944 résumé 
convinces one the author’s sincere attempt objec- 
tivity and general respect for accurate and independent 
observation. More than that, this book will service 
shedding light many the apparently inexplicable 
attitudes struck the U.S.S.R. recent weeks. 


Reporter Lauterbach’s character sketches will capital 
moment for the future historian. human side Stalin 
juxtaposed with his admittedly hard boiled political 
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mentality. Pages are devoted Red Army-trained, ac- 
cordion-playing Marshal Zhukov “who not only stoppel 
the Nazi Wehrmacht but smashed it”; grateful Muscovites 
call him The reporter acquaints the reader 
with air boss Marshal Alexander Novikov whose gift for 
improvisation saved Stalingrad. lively chapter de- 
voted thrice Hero the Soviet Union and leading 
United Nations air ace Pokryshkin (Stalin’s Falcon); there 
even moving description interview with the silent 
Siberian’s truly Russian mother, Aksinya Stepanova. Little 
people, too, speak out from the Lauterbach report; the 
volunteer rebuilders Russia’s ruined cities, Spartan 
cadets Kalinin’s Suvorov School, war plant workers, 
factory directors and the rest. 


Intimacy the refreshing note all this and the reader 


feels that this man has got good deal closer the Rus- 


sians than have other observers; working knowledge 
the language may offer the key. Accordingly seeing 
Russia was balked little the reticence and sus- 
picion that seem have irked many another. Orphaned 
Soviet youngsters betrayed grateful knowledge Amer- 
ica’s contribution their welfare; the Russian War Relief 
known them the Amerikanskii Komitet Pomosci. 


Religion was the subject Richard Lauterbach’s first as- 
signment for Time the U.S.S.R. Again contact with in- 
dividuals helped the author look behind the screen 
political expediency; “The old world has faith its 
society has religion. have faith our society. 
That’s enough”. The average factory-conscious Russian’s 
absorption mechanical wonders the author’s explana- 
tion for such reaction his queries. interview with 
the late Patriarch Sergei convinces him the significance 
the Orthodox Church’s favored position, but does 
not seem all taken aback with Chairman Polian- 
sky’s protestation that the creation government councils 
for all religious affairs (July 1944) does not contradict 
the Constitution’s provision for the absolute separation 
Church and State. Stalin’s naiveté expecting en- 
thusiastic advance from the Vatican based upon his un- 
official communications Father Orlemanski calls forth 
surprised comment from observer Lauterbach! Rather 
there undertone sympathy with the U.S.S.R.’s 
shrieking resentment Rome’s cold reception that 


Lauterbach justly joins the world its admiration for the 
miracle modern Russia and gives concise summary 
(p. 265) the well known shifts social values that had 
their beginnings that country even before the recent 
conflict. the same time takes pains point out 
that Russia has won the war because the Communist 
Party, not spite it; and “the basis the Soviet eco- 
nomic system still the teachings Marx and Lenin”. 
The still prevailing force the golden rule the effect 
that there must profit any one else’s labor 
Lauterbach’s answer growing American vanity spring- 
ing from the belief that the Russians are becoming more 
like ourselves. The conclusion from these premises seems 
obvious: Russia still essentially Communistic and for 
that reason has won the war. “Objectively, however, 
believe the most significant development the Soviet 
Union during the war has been the growth and strength- 
ening the Communist party,” says Lauterbach; holds 
out the hope that the noticeable broadening the basis 
for membership will ultimately spell greater liberalism 


Deeping 


the platform. takes comfort the cooling Russian 
ardor for world revolution, but remembers cryptic re- 
mark: “We are making revolution example”. 


These are the Russians especially interesting for the 
author’s concluding list and analysis dozen fears 
and suspicions entertained Russia toward her allies. 
indeed valuable know them and hear the ob- 
server’s plea for radically necessary rapprochement be- 
tween the parties. The reader, however, cannot escape 
the disturbing feeling that the reporter’s mind the 
burden lies with Russia’s allies and that Lauterbach him- 
self somewhat disposed fall over backwards the 
matter concessions great Russia’s simple demands. 
“Writers are the engineers the human soul,” said Gorky; 
one wonders Mr. Lauterbach his superbly detailed 
report may not fulfilling just such function. All 
all, truth still found somewhere between extremes; 
the student should cover Mr. Lauterbach’s work con- 
junction with the data offered Mr. White, re- 
cently reviewed these columns. 
Frank Fadner, 


Georgetown University 


Deeping, Warwick. Reprieve. Dial Press. 
$2.50. 


Arthur Valentine Brown, the leading character 
Warwick Deeping’s most recent novel, granted the rare 
experience reprieve from death when mistaken 
medical diagnosis made London corrected Switzer- 
land. Nor this reprieve solely physical, for the theme 
this novel the attempt middle-aged man savor 
the experiences has missed dull One might 
say that this book Deeping’s modern version Pil- 
grim’s Progress, but what different Christian have 
here! Valentine Brown expresses his quest this man- 
ner: feel haven’t known myself, that queer child that 
lives inside one. have been too taken with things 
that seem important and have sort 
notion that going rediscover myself, the self that 


was kid, years and years ago. Does that sound silly 
you?” (p. 63). 


Some men, discontented perhaps with life and what they 
have made it, might tempted reply, “Not bit 
silly. like that myself.” That precisely the 
danger Deeping’s book. For here man, Valentine 
Brown, aged forty-nine, London hop-merchant, married 
shrew, Betty. feels that his wife, who thinks only 
terms money and position, and his children, Tim 
and Ursula, bumptious modern products, not under- 
stand him. Release from routine comes when, pre-war 
England, told that has cancer and has six months 
live. Now can, and does, cast aside his monotonous 
life, and decides take glorified Cook’s tour the 
continent, feast his eyes upon beauty before the pain 
becomes intense. 


June, 1945. 


this tour finds beauty not Nature but the eyes 
woman, Sybil Burnside, aged thirty-two, English 
stenographer, who taking the same tour quest 
escape from her workaday world. After many pages 
preliminary fencing Paris and Germany, they find love 
together. The change Val immediately accom- 
plished. moment ago had felt tired and dis- 
illusioned old man, but the significance that signal 


Adams 


seemed inject youth into his spine. feet had 
springiness, his muscles fresh tone” (p. 130). From 
condemned man becomes ardent youth when Sybil 
accepts him her lover. From then the trip, now 
mutual pilgrimage, heaven earth. Inevitably bout 
pain leads Val’s confession that soon die. 
Instead separating the lovers, this confession leads 
the discovery that Sybil cares much for him does 
for her. Sybil who persuades him Geneva 
for further tests, and they rejoice together when the Lon- 
don diagnosis proved erroneous. 


From short farewell the flesh and life, Val’s pil- 
grimage has led him the discovery that has found 
the perfect woman. Solution? Marriage. hazy glow 
writes his wife asking her divorce him. But that 
“wicked” woman refuses. Sybil, enlightened modern 
girl, tells her lover that she doesn’t need the name long 
she can have the game with him. How well their 
dreams They return England, seek and find 
remote, sheltered haven Cornwall, and serpent 
enters this Eden save the realization that wife Betty re- 
fuses see the light. Valentine, the gentle, thoughtful 
companion, sees only perfection Sybil, the sensitive, 
romantic, advanced thinker. Even Ursula, Val’s daugh- 
ter, changed for the better when she visits the happy 
pair and realizes how selfish her mother refusing 
divorce her spouse. 


The conclusion foreshadowed from the beginning, hence 
the absence real conflict the novel. Betty dies, bit- 
ter, aged woman, leaving the still young and ardent Val 
(now fifty-five) free marry Sybil and legitimatize 
their five-year old son Tony. And when they take their 
vows, Val asks his wife, “Feeling any different, sweet?” 
But she enlightened woman and answers, “Oh, not 


bit” (p. 274). 


From the course the plot, only one judgment can 
made. This book not recommended for any class 
reader. The author’s viewpoint toward adultery, the al- 
luring manner which depicts Val’s relationship with 
Sybil, the statements made Val about marriage (p. 127 
and later), the viewpoint toward murder (so delicately 
called euthanasia) expressed Sir Hector Hardcastle, 
doctor (p. 40), the idea that are just slaves our 
senses (p. 84), the attitude that “he was Tantalus and 
she the fruit the vine” (p. 93), persistent and in- 
escapable sensation the evil the German people 
(p. and often repeated), the placid acceptance adul- 
tery all with whom Val and Sybil have dealings 
their new realtionship (p. 175, 225, 237, 255, 270), the 
attitude toward the use contraceptives (pp. 248 and 
261), are specifically objectionable features this book. 


far style concerned, the honey-cloying descriptions 
the rejuvenated Val and sweet Sybil, Val who 
always looking her with lover’s gentle eyes, and the 
depiction wife Betty creature who lacks one re- 
deeming feature, should sufficient condemn the work 
solely from literary standpoint. However, primarily 
from the viewpoint the author’s conception the sin 
adultery sin all that the work not recom- 
mended for any class reader. 


Gertrude Horgan, 
Incarnate Word College, 
San Antonio, Texas 
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Adams, Samuel Hopkins. Woollcott. His Life and 
Reynal and Hitchcock. June 1945. 386p. 
3.50. 


Almost all reviewers reading the first biography re- 
cent celebrity apologize the biographer for considering 
his subject rather than his treatment his subject, unless, 
course, the book question either abysmally bad 
coruscatingly brilliant. Then they proceed, with sigh 
relief, ponder the dilemmas the personality under 
autopsy. Mr. Adams’ conscientious and searching study 
the candy bon-bon booby trap that answered life 
the name Alexander Woollcott can hardly escape the 
common fate. His appraisal competent, well-balanced, 
and complete; sympathetic, but does not burke the 
waspish proclivities its central figure; possesses the 
requisite relish for the urbanely ribald that any biographer 
the Town Crier must necessarily have, quality which, 
however essential for the work hand, renders the end 
product something less than suitable high school 
graduation gift; and, despite Edmund Wilson’s unkind 
stricture its style, produces pleasantly literate effect, 
enlivened flashes typical Woollcottian repartee and 
anecdote climax. This latter characteristic poses pretty 
problem: there such ghastly literary manner what 
Robert Hillyer likes call the “Harvard memoir” style— 
does Hamilton College confer sprightlier but none the 
less sibling lingua franca upon its the 
explanation the more prosaic matter biographer suc- 
cumbing the stylistic seductions his 
Whatever the explanation the phrase, “twice-sold tales”, 
and the climactic single line paragraph the Minnie- 
Susan hoax, “It was April 1”, are vintage Woollcott. Hav- 
ing spoken thus far praise Mr. Adams, the present 
reviewer feels free emulate his fellows and turn the 
knottier riddle the Town Crier himself. 


useless, think, Woollcott for the thinness, 
both quantity and qaulity, his literary output. 
was hardly great writer, even for his period, but was, 
Adams points out, master “raconteur-essayist” 
hybrid form virtually invented. impossible 
better Danton Walker’s estimate the Mauve Decade 
vocably stamped with its tastes, its ideals art and its 
sentimentalities but there this maddening thing 
about the man—he master English writing, and can 
weave these ancient wheezes spell words...” 
Nor does advance the controversy any further com- 


plain with Edmund Wilson that, comparison with 


Santayana, “there was little” Woollcott’s head. One 
might make the obvious retort that there may have been 
much more his Dickensian heart than the dessicated 
organ the intellectual grandee. But futile 
tempt comparison incommensurates. You would 
hardly set Charles Dickens’ Quilp against Henry James’ 
Ralph Touchett, and Alexander Woollcott, whose 
mother’s pet name for him was Mr. Guppy, who was 
christened “Gila Monster” the New Yorker’s Harold 
Ross, and who, Philadelphia children’s party, once 
confessed paper his ambition “Fabbulous Mon- 
ster”, was much Dickensian grotesque little Miss 
Mowcher, or, better still, Pickwick’s Fat Boy, whom 
resembled not only girth and appetite but even 
horrendous leer well. 


Mr. Woollcott fired himself the amusing kiln his 


Mr. Santayana, personality, 
tempered and balanced and cold Toledo blade. 
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own ego and emerged glossy, pudgy little Toby Mug. 
ungracious Mr. Wilson cry out that the result- 
ant does not ring fine Havilland. 


Catholics will intrigued his wistful, sporadic, in- 
clinations toward Roman Catholicism which discussed 
wth Heywood Broun, Kathleen Norris, and, just two 
months before his death, with Rex O’Malley. They may 
also troubled his constant and Puckish Rabelaisian- 
ism which Mr. Adams’ evaluation gives full weight, 
although must remembered that Woollcott’s brand 
the off-color was invariably cerebral, and never aphro- 
disiac. (It might remarked, parenthetically, that Chris- 
topher Hollis, his Saint Ignatius, defends Rabelaisian 
talk legitimate masculine outlet; but very queasy 


The ultimate riddle his personality might well re- 
solved the Chestertonian touchstone the eternal 
child, albeit, his case, sometimes very bad-tempered 
and bad-mannered child. had child’s desire for 
Christmas and birthday presents and child’s love 
elementary practical joking. There also instructive 
anecdote one Broun’s columns about 
Collier’s war correspondent, that him “Maude Adams 
Peter Pan was gay and spirited and altogether charming 
the silver star top the tree Christmas morning.” 
The ultimate secret his strange appeal, however, may 
the secret Falstaff, who, Rabelaisian way, again, 
was introspective Hamlet. Like fat Jack Falstaff Mr. 
Woollcott had ambivalent and somewhat 
tude toward his own grossness and the comic antitheses 
his corpulent flesh. But, again like Falstaff, great droll and 
self-invented exquisite that is, get vivid impres- 
sion pathetically attractive animula vagula flickering 
strongly inside the mound fat. Also, this time like his 
aged and ageless and almost non-corporeal contemporary, 
George Bernard Shaw, Alexander Woollcott, all his 
basking the limelight his own staging and contri- 
vance, took impish delight putting his worst foot 
forward. Mr. Adams neatly has it, “Aleck was 
prone display the cloven hoof rather than the helping 
hand”. kept the helping hand concealed, but 
helped many none the less; there was much true Christian 
charity hidden under the strutting little posturings 
Woollcott vanity. 
Charles Brady, 
Canisius College, Buffalo 


Kossak, Zofia. The Leper King. 
25, 252p. $2.50. 


This successor Blessed are the Meek has its major scenes 
and characters placed the Kingdom Jerusalem from 
1175 1187 A.D., from the period when Baldwin “the 
leper king” expressed his intention resigning the throne 
the date July, 1187 when thé forces Saladin recon- 
quered the Europeans who were charge the Holy 
Land. her previous novel Mme. Kossak has adopted 
the major historical outline the period while filling 
with non-historical minor characters and sufficient dialogue 
and action keep the reader’s attention. 


The period the rule Baldwin was characterized 
the departure the Crusaders from their early tradi- 
tions; the European nobles, the Knights Hospitalers and 


Roy Publishers. June 


Kossak Pinchon 


Templars, thought more worldly affairs than protec- 
tion the Holy Land. The two military orders 
knights were constantly feuding among themselves but, 
most sinister all, the Grand Master the Templars was 
also head the evil Brotherhood the Temple Venus. 
Among the French nobles, there were two parties: the 
first, following the principle “divide and rule”, favor 
alliances with some Moslem groups order keep 
them all weak; the second believing that good could 
come any alliance urged constant war the infidels. 


Over these dissident groups Baldwin IV, “the leper king”, 
ruled with much force his body could muster. 
occasion, that the Victory the Holy Wood, his 
will-power forced his poor body accomplish the near- 
miraculous. Yet knew his time was limited; faced 
the certain future early death arranging for the suc- 
cession the throne; his first choice, the ideal William 
Montferrat, met death assassination; his second 
choice was circumvented the machinations Sibylla, 
who had been married the ill-fated William few 
months before his death. Sibylla who personifies the 
evil into which the nobles have fallen, personal selfish- 
ness, bodily lusts, love riches, instead respect for the 
things the early Crusaders had cherished. The victory 
Sibylla gaining the weak Guy Lusignan her hus- 
band resulted the defeat the Christian army. 
the conclusion the Sultan, who had been attracted 
Christianity, mystified the conquest the Prophet 
Mohammed over the Prophet Jesus. “Did God betray and 
forsake the Christians was the Christians who for- 
sook God?” 


historical novel The Leper King good Grade 
variety. does not lack interest nor authenticity major 
points. Yet the detail background and the develop- 
ment character could have been considerably elabo- 
rated. Adults will find passable enjoyment. 


* * * 


Pinchon, Dan Sickles. 
June 1945. 280p. $3.50. 


Daniel Edgar Sickles (1819-1914), politician, soldier, 
diplomat, incorrigible amorist, lived through nearly ninety- 
five stirring years. had his hours glory and his days 
black ill fame. His life was largely wasted; one 
could altogether approve him; yet, throughout, held 


the affection not few men and women far better than 
himself. 


Born New York City about the middle James Mon- 
roe’s first Administration, qualified lawyer twenty- 
four, Sickles was elected, grace Tammany Hall, 
the New York Assembly 1847. Becoming through 
astute political maneuvers something power local 
Democratic circles, went England First Secretary 
Legation, and later enhanced his influence the part 
played securing the presidential nomination for his 
diplomatic chief London, James Buchanan. himself 
came Congress representative from New York, and 
some viewed him Buchanan’s possible successor. 


Doubleday, Doran. 


Then came crashing scandal. Before his adventure 
diplomacy, Sickles had married Teresa Bagioli, young 
Italo-American beauty. Probably had often been un- 
faithful her, but the tradition his kind, set all 
the more value her fidelity him. Discovering what 
seemed good reason suspect intrigue between Teresa 


arid Philip Key, son The Star Spangled Banner’s author, 
Sickles shot Key death Washington street. Ac- 
quitted the plea temporary insanity, saw, never- 
theless, his political ambitions doomed. But the War 
between the States was upon the country, and Sickles 
found new career opening before him. 


Raising brigade volunteers, Sickles was commissioned 
colonel. His war service (he rose the rank major 
general) was honorable—at Chancellorsville and Gettys- 
burg even distinguished. the latter field, where 
lost leg, his defense the “Peach Orchard” salient sub- 
stantially contributed the Confederate defeat. 


military governor the Carolinas (1865-67), General 
Sickles played his part Reconstruction. Generally 
speaking, was well-intentioned and worthy one. His 
minor role the Johnson impeachment (as which Mr. 
Pinchon says nothing) was not creditable. 


The General Sickles’ life was anticlimax. Grant 
made him minister Spain. visited France where 
said have had love affair with the disreputable 
exiled Spanish queen, Isabella married again—not 
too happily. Back America, waged financial war 
crafty Jay Gould; had another term Congress; spent 
much time and trouble war veterans; and died just 
the First World War was about begin. 


Mr. Pinchon has written Dan Sickles with zest worthy 
its virile somewhat raffish hero. His style some- 
times more than little reminiscent old time Hearst 
Sunday supplement—but so, too, his subject. The 
matter some the book’s episodes makes unsuitable 
for young people. Adults who like their biography snap- 
pily told will probably find this sample interesting. Dan 


Sickles has nine illustrations and index. 
Winston, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Moley, Raymond. The Hays Office. 
June 15, 1945. 266p. $3.75. 


Raymond Moley has set himself give dispassionate 
account what the motion picture industry has learned 
about governing itself, its business relations and the morals 
the product dispenses. This the same Moley who 
was the original “Brain Trust” and who now News- 
week’s distinguished political pundit. His interest the 
movies dates back academic days when made study 
commercial recreation; few years ago obliged the 
industry writing readable summary Adler’s Art 
and Prudence. Now leads with restrained reverence 
into the inner sanctum Will Hays and his “institu- 
tionalized personality”, the Hays Office. 


The Hays Office the trade association the motion 
picture industry. One its organs, the Production Code 
Administration, provides the machinery which has suc- 
ceeded far eliminating the most blatantly immoral 
features from the movies. The Hays Office has also as- 
sisted the industry achieving measure self-govern- 
ment the conduct its wildly competitive business 
affairs. Thus the movie industry not subject the 
police power governmental censorship, nor are its busi- 
ness dealings subject governmental control. 


Moley describes both functions the Hays Office with 
knowledge and with understanding. the present 


Moley Bourke 


Best 


one else has published complete description the 
workings the Hays Office control movie morals, 
Few have shown equally sympathetic appreciation 
the problem and its solution. True, tends give 
all the credit for the movie cleanup Will Hays, and 
plays down, effect, the decisive role the Legion 
Decency 1934, when pressured the industry into en- 
forcing the regulations embodied the Production Code. 
Also, completely ignores the activity the Legion since 
1934 maintaining pressure the producers for con- 


tinued submission the Production Code Administration. 


Yet must recognized that without the Hays Office 
there would have been organization the movie in- 
dustry accept the Production Code when was offered 
Martin Quigley 1930. And without the Hays Office 
there could have been such machinery the Produc- 
tion Code Administration set meet the Legion 
Decency demands 1934. may pointed out that 
the publishing industry’s lack institution similar 
the Hays Office one the many respects which the 
problem immoral books differs from that immoral 
movies. realistic approach the book problem can- 
not, then, expect copy blindly every detail the Legion 
Decency’s solution the movie problem, nor can 
expect the sudden, spectacular success which attended the 
Legion’s efforts. 


With the Hays Office influence upon the movie industry’s 
self-government its business relations, Moley especi- 
ally sympathetic. 
cause the Department Justice going renew its 
charges monopoly against the industry this 
quaintance with Moley’s presentation the industry’s 
efforts toward autonomous regulation its own affairs 
will help those who follow the court proceedings under- 
stand what going on. While the Hays Office far 
cry from the Papal ideal occupational guilds, the court 
proceedings may indicate how much the Papal program 
for industrial autonomy can realized while the Sherman 
antitrust legislation continues enforced. Incidentally, 
pressure will probably brought bear upon the De- 
partment Justice seek the dissolution the Produc- 
tion Code Administration the charge that exercises 
restraint trade the communication ideas. This 
would have serious implications for the Legion Decency. 


Paul Facey, 
Holy Cross College 


* * * 


Bourke, Vernon Quest for Wisdom. 
Bruce. June 24, 1945. xiii, 313p. 


the year 430 Roman rule Africa was beginning 
crumble under the attack the Vandals. Shortly there- 
after dissolved completely, and the Church Africa 
went into decline from which has never risen. 
are not accustomed think Africa the intellectual 
center Christendom, but that was the time St. 
Augustine and principally because St. Augustine. 
prayed for death rather than see the dissolution that 
for which had labored long and which had de- 
fended ably. The eloquence his word was heard 
even his lifetime far beyond the confines his native 
Africa, and after his death was more than any other 
who formed the mind and the conscience the Church 
for the succeeding centuries. 


This section the book timely be- 
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the life and labors man whose achievement was 
vast was that St. Augustine. That Dr. Bourke has 
succeeded even within the limits which imposed upon 
himself credit his long study and scholarship. 
does not discuss the influence St. Augustine succeed- 
ing ages; does not attempt give full appreciation 
the mature thought the Saint. But has given 
good biography, brief but sufficiently complete, using 
biographical detail illustrating and interpreting the 
works St. Augustine. Since his great treatises were the 
result personal crises, crises affecting either the 
Church the Empire, this plan provides excellent 
introductory study the life and thought Augustine. 


The book divided into four sections. The first, under 
the general title The Rhetorician, carries the biography 
from the birth Augustine his first contact with St. 
Ambrose Milan. The well-known facts his early 
life and education are presented concisely. There 
fine exposition the error the Manichees, its appeal 
the youthful Augustine, and his first intellectual 
dificulty with the teachings the sect. was the solu- 
tion this difficulty, that the problem human 
certitude, that eventually led Augustine the Church. 


The second part the book, The Christian Philosopher, 
relates the story Augustine from the year 384 390, 
from his first contact with St. Ambrose his baptism 
and return Tagaste and the first experiment the 
monastic life. The principal interest this period his 
partial adherence scepticism and the dialogues which 
solved for himself and for his small band disciples 
the initial problems philosophy. The author excep- 
tionally clear explaining the intellectual difficulties 
St. Augustine: that conceiving spiritual substance, 
his former materialism; that the origin good 
and evil, also going back the difficulty the Manichees; 
and that intellectual certitude, for Augustine the be- 
ginning wisdom. The statement these difficulties, 
and that their resolution, done simply and carefully, 
with frequent allusion the words Augustine himself. 
Dr. Bourke also shows the lag between Augustine’s intel- 
lectual conversion, his conviction the score truth, 
and his moral conversion, matter the will. Here and 
elsewhere Dr. Bourke notes the differences between the 
Platonic terminology and concepts and that the Tho- 
mistic tradition. This exceptionally helpful under- 
standing the thought Augustine, and eliminates mis- 
understandings arising from too narrow adherence 
philosophical formulae. 


“The Bishop’s Work,” pp. 391-426, covers the period 
the principal activity Augustine Bishop and defender 
the Faith. His election first auxiliary and later 
Ordinary the Diocese Hippo very interesting 
introductory chapter. The principal portion this sec- 
tion deals with Augustine’s successful efforts reduce the 
Manichee error, silence the unscrupulous 
principled sect the Donatists, refute the vicious doc- 
trines the Pelagians. These errors, particularly the first 
two mentioned, were not only heresies, but were danger 
civil peace. His refutation the Pelagians still the 
authoritative statement the doctrine Grace. The 
text, though brief, well documented. addition 
these intellectual labors, the life the Saint was compli- 


Samson 


the life Bishop uneasy, that recalcitrant priests, 
meddling and lay-women, disputes 
settled and decisions rendered. 


The fourth and final section, “The Mature Mind St. 
Augustine,” devoted study the three principal 
works the mature period Augustine’s life. This 
covers the period from the year 400 430. full chapter 
given each the three works, the Trinity, 
the Literal Meaning Genesis, and The City God. 
The author does not interpret, nor does attempt 
evaluate the full wisdom Augustine. Each chapter 
consists analysis the book question, following 
the argument and development, and pointing out the prin- 
cipal points and indicating the major doctrinal issues. 
Though there some direct quotation, mainly sum- 
maries. These chapters provide valuable introduction 
study these important works, though may that 
the advanced student will find them unsatisfactory. 


The final chapter account the last days and works, 
coincidental with the decline Roman rule Africa. 
There very brief summary Augustine’s influence 
medieval and modern thought. 


Without conscious eulogizing Dr. Bourke has written 
biography from which the reader will come know the 
man Augustine. This eulogy enough. general the 
book emphasizes the philosophical development Augus- 
tine, and does not emphasize his contribution theology. 
This not intended adverse criticism but simply 
statement the fact. Perhaps the best commendation 
Augustine’s Quest for Wisdom that leaves the reader 
wanting know more about the Saint, more about the 
full depth this thought and more about his remarkable 


influence later writers. 
Charles Denecke, 
University Scranton. 


Samson, Erin. Claire: Portrait Motion. Harper. 


June 13, 


uneven novel, apparently first, woman whose 
father was French and mother Irish-American. Her story 
wholly French—setting, characters, action—though her 
heroine had American mother, was courted briefly 
American art student, and finally saw her daughter 
marry American. brief, the plot concerns Claire 
Montchal, fifteen and convent-school bred, who 1897 
left her austere bourgeois home Rouviere study danc- 
ing Paris. Her public debut eighteen was mildly 
successful but satisfactory, and two young men enchant- 
ing, the American whom she rejected, and the semi- 
invalid Frenchman, Raymond d’Ancillac, whom she mar- 
ried. his ancient chateau Brittany, she gave 
dancing before audience however small, his request, 
but secretly practiced hour daily the garden. When 
after the Armistice her son and daughter had reached 
their late and middle teens, Raymond consciously per- 
mitted death overtake him; Claire and her daughter 
returned Paris; and the son went back finish his 
military term. Thereafter the story was shared with 
Gabrielle, her daughter, who subconsciously resented her 
mother’s attractiveness men, even the young men she 
herself was interested in. Discovering this, Claire pre- 
vented her from marrying mature and earnest Socialist 


cated all the ordinary complications that can makeand smoothed the way for her marriage her brother’s 
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Buchanan Albrand Powell 


boyhood friend, young American. All the loose ends 
were neatly caught when her brother Raymond an- 
nounced his intention joining contemplative order, 
and Claire got chance return the world the 
dance choreography director repertory theater. 


The subtitle, “portrait motion”, and the blurb identify 
the book the “portrait charming woman”. And 
the author who obviously love with her character, 
would have believe. Claire perfection—flawless, 
timeless, humorless. And the other characters revolve 
around her and talk like her. But she never quite real 
enough matter the reader. Nor are the other char- 
acters the setting which they live. Both lack depth 
and significance. 

best all possible worlds, where even death not 
poignantly presented, where World War only 
echo, time stands still, middle-aged ladies retain their 
youthful charm and suppleness, and only minor figure 
like Aunt Emilie testy. The hard work and rigid dis- 
cipline, the disappointments and occasional bitterness con- 
nected with art and life, never show themselves. oc- 
casional French word and mention salon, famous 
building park serve for local color; otherwise the story 
might have occurred England America. The result 
neither fantasy, idyll, nor Angela Thirkell. 

definition, this might rank “Catholic” novel. 
Claire and her aunt are shown once they drop into the 
cathedral pray. Claire calls the rector Ancillac 
and plays Bach and Scarlatti for her. Gabrielle 
married Mass. Young Raymond abruptly announces 
his plans for joining religious order. But place 
Catholicity part the web and the woof the story. 


The pages are rich with figures, many which are apt 
and illuminating. the village dance are told, “The 


sound shoes sliding the pavement was like many 


brooms sweeping the square three-quarter time”. Else- 
where, “The dogs, collapsed the shade, were flat and 
sagging like deflated rubber”. Again, the elder Raymond’s 
bad heart “pretended small whale, lifting up, 
beating the sides the box, falling back with sickening 
thud The tail lashing its way his throat strangled 
him from within”. This the most rewarding aspect 
the book. 

The author shows definite promise. Her next book should 
very worth waiting for. 

Helen Butler, 


Marywood College 


Catholic Literary Foundation---June 
Selection 


Buchanan, Rosemary. This Bread. Bruce. 
1945. 263p. $2.50. 

Miss Buchanan has produced remarkably effective first 
novel, one that think will equal interest and sales 
The Mass Brother Michel published this same firm 
some years ago. This Bread concerns itself with the 
romantic and religious relationships between young Va- 
lerie Maddox, organist St. Giles (Low Episcopal 
Church) and the handsome, newly ordained curate, An- 
thony Drew. The rector St. Giles, Dr. Havern, deter- 
mined show his new curate, chosen the vestrymen 
without consulting him, that was modern any- 
one; his opening sermon was rationalist attack the 
Biblical story the miracle the loaves 


June 24, 


Best 


From that point every major incident revolves around 
some aspect Eucharistic doctrine and practice. 


Valerie and Anthony fell love and were engaged; every- 
thing pointed toward happy marriage when cut finger 
kept Valerie home. Idly she thumbed through Thomp- 
son’s Hound Heaven, suddenly realized that this same 
Voice had spoken her. Then began for her series 
visits Catholic churches, talks with the convert-pastor 
St. Stanislaus. Her realization that the Catholic Church 
was the true Church caused her break with Anthony; 
eventually, though, Anthony comes into contact with the 
Church through Tenebrae and Holy Thursday services, 
particularly the nocturnal adoration. The ending most 
satisfactory lovers romanticism. 


Although one cannot call this great novel yet its parts 
are plausibly arranged. Non-Catholics may contend that 
the golf-playing and prize-loving Dr. Havern not typi- 
cal minister just criticism was leveled against Dr. 
Cronin’s portrayal Father Francis Keys the King- 
dom. While adolescents may not too much interested 
the semi-theological discussions (never great length 
nor tedious), there reason why they should not 
enjoy This Bread well adults. 

Albrand, Martha. None Shall Know. 
June 14, 1945. 184p. $2.00. 

This pleasantly exciting tale espionage deals with 
new aspect, that providing for the children those 
parents who are espionage “resistance” 
Antonia St. Gall, Swiss girl, had been providing rest 
camp for children from occupied countries; one night 
incident decides her change from neutral status 
one active collaboration with the “resistance” group 
Free French. Just her new role was secret and un- 
known her lover, Julian von der Fluh, wealthy, leisured 
and young Swiss art expert, too did have secret 
mission intelligence officer for the Swiss govern- 
ment. When the Gestapo stepped into the picture, sev- 
eral things began happen, culminating the unique 
escape Antonia and Julian from Gestapo headquarters 
near the border. Suitable for general recreational reading. 


Inner Sanctum Mystery---June Selection 
Powell, Richard. Lay That Pistol Down. Simon and 
Schuster. June 1945. 210p. $2.00. 

For the third year now, Arab and Arabella Blake have 
stepped across the threshold summer bring marital, 
madcap mystery farce the audience which likes 
laugh when has crime its hands. Through Wash- 
ington and neighboring Virginia, this female authority 
firearms and her sanely frightened Army husband pursue 
old model pistol, auction antique, but 
actually forwarded underground from the Skoda works 
Europe. Andy shows his knowledge old furniture, 
suffers few bruises, emerges with new respect for scat- 
ter-brained spouse (mad action but not mind), 
meets benign sheriff, caricature yegg, and sizzling 
siren. Sundry other forces pursue the pistol the 
Blakes’ green sedan, hopping gaily about the countryside, 
through locked and open houses, day and 
spite the burlesque hysteria, there plot, and 
satisfying. siren’s hussiness carried too far one 
incident, but Andy remains staunchly moral. 


Owing lack space, the index has been omitted. 
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